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Bill Type and Number: Resolution 2012-624
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Crescimbeni
Date of Introduction: October 9, 2012
Committee(s) of Reference: R, F
Date of Analysis: October 11, 2012
Type of Action: Authorization to initiate legal action
Bill Summary: The bill authorizes and directs the General Counsel to initiate litigation to determine the validity of the Police and Fire Pension Fund’s Senior Staff Voluntary Retirement Plan.
Background Information: The Senior Staff Voluntary Retirement Plan was created by the trustees of the Police and Fire Pension Fund to provide pension benefits to the management personnel of the fund.  The Office of General Counsel has issued a legal opinion stating that the board has no authority under City Charter Article 16 (Retirement and Pension Benefits) or Article 22 (Jacksonville Police and Fire Pension Board of Trustees) to create a separate retirement plan for its employees or to create a sub-fund within the Police and Fire Pension Fund for that purpose.  The PFPF’s private attorney claims that the board does have that power under its authority to set the compensation for its employees.  The bill’s sponsor wishes the General Counsel’s Office to petition the courts to determine whether the board does or does not have the authority to create such a retirement plan.  The plan had three participating members: the executive director of the fund, who is still a contributing members; the deputy director of the fund, now deceased, whose widow is receiving a surviving spouse benefit; and one retiree drawing a pension from the plan.  
Policy Impact Area: Police and Fire Pension Fund operations
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined.
Analyst: Clements
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